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Letters to the editor
MORE ON FORGIVENESS
Dear Editor:
I am impelled to write my beliefs and feelings towards the
article "Should Not the Church Forgive." I do not know the
conflicts and adjustments surrounding divorce and remarriage
but I would imagine it would be one of the most dramatic and
sensitive processes for humans to adjust to. It doesn't " h a p p e n "
over night and recovery wouldn't be instantaneous. Therefore, a
man and a woman must have all the help they can get —
especially from the church.
An alcoholic who kicks the habit is encouraged to testify of the
glorious power of God and he is often called upon to speak of the
evils of alcohol in order to educate fellow members of the pitfalls
of this sin. An individual engaged in premarital sex or individuals
engaging in a sexual fling outside of the marriage are fully
forgiven and their membership stands as always. However, when
it comes to divorce, we expect the couple to be lesser than the
average member. W e do not forgive them and surround them
with community love. W e expect to have them pay forever. We
put sin on a scale. S o m e sins are forgiven completely while others
aren't. W h o better could be marriage advisors then those who
have tasted the happiest m o m e n t s as well as the most miserable?
W h o would most likely warn against fast moving relationships
between young couples? S o m e o n e who's been through it all and
has experienced God's love and power of forgiveness could
become one of the most useful teachers in the church.
I feel sorry (sometimes to the point of tears) because of the
ways we as a Christian church treat divorced people. They need
Christian love more than anyone else. They need more support to
re-establish in a community. They cry out for help but the
church washes its hands from the matter.
T h e Canadian Brethren in Christ Church is discussing at
present, this very problem. The solution is quite simple, in my
view. W e must forgive them, accept them, and give them position
in the church. If not, then I for one think the Brethren in Christ
Church will have made the gravest error in the development of a
forgiving church.
I must also add, that if the Brethren in Christ Church
continues to put types of sins on a scale and judge people by their
past sins in order for new Christians to become members,
associate members or no members at all, then I must leave the
church. Every sin is blotted out through the forgiveness of Christ
except that of blaspheming towards the Holy Spirit. " W e all have
sinned and come short of the glory of G o d . " We have to be
constantly reminded as Christians to love our neighbors and of
Christ's forgiving power. Without total forgiveness in the
Brethren in Christ Church, I for one cannot continue to support
the church. Until an official statement is issued on divorce, I'll
continue to hope and pray that our officers of the church will
grant total forgiveness and total membership to our friends who
have paid fully for their sins and want (and have every right to) to
continue their Christian service in the Brethren in Christ Church.
Mervyn B. Kelly
Toronto, Ontario
Dear Editor:
I'm writing in regards to the article in March 25 issue, "Should
Not the Church Forgive?"
In an issue like this we need the Word of God. It is not what we
say or think, it's what the Word of God has to say because the
W o r d of God is truth, and will be our judge in the final day. I
don't find anywhere where one has the right to marry another
while their first husband or wife is still living, and if they do, the
W o r d clearly tells us they are living in adultery. R o m a n s 7:3, " S o
then if while her husband liveth she be married to another man
she shall be called an adulteress." M a r k 10:11, 12 also Luke
16:19 and some more, all say the same thing. And I Cor. 7:10, 11
says she shall remain unmarried or be reconciled to her first
husband (and especially after she's saved) or until God lets one or
the other die.
I must often wonder about ministers who marry such and say
it's alright when God's Word teaches different.
I had a tract of a woman who was remarried and the Lord
showed her it was wrong and she didn't have true peace till she
left him and wrote her name in her first husband's name. Then
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she had peace in her soul. I say, be sorry and repent and live
separate and then become full members. It will pay in the end,
otherwise you're believing the devil's lie.
W e need to stand for truth these days. Don't take such into the
church.
Anna Drescher
Columbia, Pa.
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Editorial

(GUEST)

Holiness Is . . .
Bert H. Hall

' T H E R E IS little doubt to the average churchgoer that
the doctrine and experience of holiness has come upon
hard times. Seldom does he hear the pulpit clearly and
persuasively proclaim the doctrine and less seldom does he
hear fellow Christians witness to the experience.
Some who have been concerned about the waning
emphasis upon the doctrine of holiness have reacted by
strongly asserting the traditional formulations which have
been crystallized in certain shibboleths or they have
resurrected the writings of the great holiness teachers of
the past. Both reactions have failed to make holiness
beautiful or persuasive for modern man.
My concern is to restate the biblical doctrine in relation
to the concerns of the average Christian who is being
bombarded with slogans of "Love is . . ." and "Happiness
is . .
It is time we stopped and reflected upon what
"Holiness is . . ."
1

Holiness is Wholeness
To be whole as a person is to be sound and healthy.
Today we know that health is much more than a physical
body functioning without pain. Health is related to the
mind and conscience as well as the body. Health is the
soundness of the whole man.
Jesus, visiting the pool of Bethesda, asked the man who
had been ill for 38 years, " D o you will to be made whole?"
(John 5:6, literal translation). When the man's will was
committed to the Savior, He healed both his body and his
soul, forgiving his sins. Initial holiness became part of his
experience; he was healthy for the first time in 38 years.
Paul, writing to the young Thessalonian Christians,
concluded a list of practical exhortations with the wish that
"the God of peace himself sanctify you wholly: and may
your spirit, soul and body be preserved entire" (I
Thessalonians 5:23, ASV). Here both wholly and
preserved entire suggest the perfect health of the whole
man (note the same root in Acts 3:16). Holiness is to be
spiritually healthy.
Holiness is Wholesomeness
If wholeness speaks of the inner health of the person,
wholesomeness suggests its outer expression. Often we say,
" W h a t a wholesome person he is!" meaning that the whole
personality as expressed is a blend of attitude and action
that is radiant, winsome, and contagious.
Psychologists describe this as the idea of the integrated
personality.
The Bible teaches that holiness is the "spirit, soul and
body preserved entire," that it is a cleansing from all
defilements of the flesh or spirit (I Corinthians 7:1), that it
is a growing love that establishes the whole personality (I
Thessalonians 3:12, 13). All of these expressions find their
modern meaning in the integrated personality in which
thought, attitude, and action are harmoniously related.
While wholesomeness is a gift of God (only God can
sanctify), it does demand the yielding and the growth of
the human personality. Persons become wholesome as
Bert H. Hall taught at Houghton College for 25 years and is now
professor of philosophy at Azusa Pacific College, Azusa. California.
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they yield (singularly and continuously) to God (Romans
6:12-14).
Holiness is Wholeheartedness
Soren Kierkegaard taps the spring of holiness in his

title, Purity of Heart Is To Will One Thing.

Paul writing to the Romans suggests that sanctification
is presenting our members as instruments of righteousness
(Romans 6:19). Here single-hearted devotion to one
principle (righteousness), to one person (God) and to one
goal (holiness) is the pattern for Christian living.
Modern man is suffering more than an identity crisis.
He is in the midst of a plurality crisis, pulled in every
direction by his inner nature and his outer environment.
Holiness alone can restore wholeheartedness, singleness of
vision, totality of commitment, loyalty to the Supreme
Person.
Holiness is the billowing mainsail on the Christian's
bark headed for the port of heaven. Holiness can give
beauty and winsomeness to the Christian's journey
through time. God is in the process of making persons
whole, wholesome, and wholehearted. Let Him have His
way with you.
Reprinted from The Wesleyan

Advocate.

Used by permission.

General Conference Information

Not many days remain until May 15, the deadline for
sending lodging reservations for General Conference. Use
the form in the January 25 issue of the Evangelical
Visitor
or write to Evangel Press for a copy. Indicate a F I R S T and
S E C O N D choice. When all other places are taken, motel
rooms will be the only alternative. Reservation requests
sent in after May 15 may be impossible to accept.
The opening business session will be on Saturday, June
29, at 4:00 p.m. The Conference is scheduled to conclude at
noon on July 4. Programs should be in your hands soon.
You will also need to send in a Transportation Form
regardless of how you plan to travel. The deadline for this
is June 15. This form was also in the January 25 EV, and
an extra copy can be gotten from Evangel Press.
Congregations, sponsoring agencies, and individuals
should carefully note some significant changes this year
relating to charges for meals and lodging, General
Conference Membership, and voting privileges. See page 2
of the above mentioned form regarding charges, and page
28 of the 1972 Minutes re Conference membership and
voting.
Notice to Boards and Committees. N o board or committee will be assigned a regular meeting place before,
during, or after General Conference. However, rooms are
available upon request. Contact the Convention Director,
specifying date, hours of meeting, and the number of
persons in the group.
For more information, write to or call the Convention
Director, Paul Hostetler, G r a n t h a m , Pa. 17027. Phone
(717) 766-2621.
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John R. W. Stott
C O M E P E O P L E , even in the
^ c h u r c h e s , seem to have their doubts
about this.
But the apostle Paul would not be
among them. He was convinced that
Jesus Christ was able to meet the
needs of every man. So he had a
consuming passion. It drove him out
over seas and swamps, over mountains
and deserts, across Asia Minor and
into E u r o p e , f o r s a k i n g c o m f o r t ,
despising danger, risking death. It was
to s h a r e with men and women
everywhere "the unsearchable riches
of Christ" — so great that they are
immeasurable, so deep that they are
unfathomable.
Let us be clear that the Christian
message is primarily not about man
but about Jesus Christ, who alone can
make you a man; not about God but
about Jesus Christ, who alone can
bring you to God; not about the
church but about Jesus Christ, who
alone can introduce you to the church
and make your church membership
meaningful; not about ethics and
social reform but about Jesus Christ,
who alone possesses the ultimate
secret of both. Our Christian claim is
nothing less than this: Jesus Christ
holds the solution to the otherwise
insoluble problems of men.
Take the problem of loneliness.
Some call this "alienation," others
"meaninglessness." It is the feeling of
being alone, disoriented, lost. It is to
be like a ship without an anchor, like
an orphan without a home, like flotsam drifting purposelessly with the
tide of time. It is a fear that there is no
such thing as reality or meaning in the
universe, that the whole thing is a fluke
or a bad joke and that all we can do is
to grit our teeth and steel ourselves to
accept that there is no meaning to life.
The only alternatives then are to endure it or to end it.
Let me remind you of one of the
great names of Jesus: Emmanuel,
which means "God with us." Only
Jesus Christ can convince you that
there is an Ultimate Reality and that it
Dr. John R. W. SlotI is rector of All Souls
Church I Anglican). Langham Place. London.
England This article is reprinted with permission from the Church Herald, official organ of
the Reformed Church in America.
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is personal, meaningful, caring. Only
Jesus Christ can make this Reality
(God) a reality to you. Only Jesus
Christ can give you the certainty and
the experience that God is with you.
Come to know Christ and you touch
Reality. Come to Him and you find
Emmanuel, God with us.
It is a clear implication of the birth
of Jesus Christ. He entered our world.
He lived our life. He came alongside
to help. To know Christ is to know
Emmanuel (God with us), the answer
to the problem of loneliness.
Next is the problem of guilt. Some
deny that guilt is a problem or say that
it is an illusory one. They need only to
read the literature of the world, for it
expresses the bad conscience of
mankind. Lady Macbeth washed her
hands symbolically as she walked in
her sleep, crying: "What, will these
hands ne'er be clean? . . . Here's the
smell of blood still: all the perfumes of
Arabia will not sweeten this little
hand. Oh, oh, oh!"
Or they need to visit the mental
hospitals of our country and talk to
psychiatrists, like the head of a large
mental hospital who said: "I could
dismiss half my patients tomorrow if
they could be assured of forgiveness."
True, there are those who say that
they have no sense of guilt. But what
they tell us is not that they have never
done wrong and known it, but that
they have manipulated their conscience (either drowning its voice by
other voices or rationalizing its accusations away) and that they have
done it so successfully that it no longer
bothers them. Yet every now and then
(until and unless they have
"cauterized" it, killing its nerve) it
pricks and stabs them out of their
fool's paradise.
The solution to a bad conscience is
not to smother it or to fool ourselves
that our moral mechanism has gone
wrong and that it is morbid to feel
guilty, but rather to heed its voice,
acknowledge our guilt, and then find
forgiveness in Jesus Christ.
Jesus Christ offers forgiveness
through His death. God, who takes sin
seriously and refuses to ignore or
condone it, sent Jesus Christ to deal

with it morally and righteously. So
Jesus lived on earth a life of flawless
perfection. He had no sin and
therefore no guilt of His own. Then He
took our sin and our guilt to Himself.
By dying He endured sin's penalty
(death). His body died and His soul
died. The sun set upon his soul and
was extinguished. For us He condemned Himself to the starless midnight of abandonment by God (that is,
to hell). "Godforsaken" — that is how
He described Himself. It was all
because of our sin and guilt.
This is the remedy for guilt. There is
forgiveness — full, free and righteous
— at the cross. Come to the cross
where Christ bore your guilt and He
will expunge it. The burden will fall
from your back. Your conscience will
be liberated. Your heart will begin to
sing like a bird in spring. You will find
yourself welcomed into the Christian
community, which is the fellowship of
forgiven sinners.
Further, Christ is the answer to the
problem of weakness. It is hard to
exaggerate our moral weakness and
frailty. We are extraordinarily lacking
in moral fiber. We find self-control
virtually unattainable. Somebody
criticizes us, and we rush helter-skelter
to our own defense. We sulk when we
cannot get our way and lose our
temper when other people get theirs.
We are proud of our successes and
jealous of other people's. We find it
easier to pretend to be what we are not
than to humble ourselves to let others
find out what we are.
In other words, hypocrisy comes
more readily to us than honesty. We
love our neighbor after a fashion —
when it suits our convenience, not
when it suits his at the expense of ours.
We are sexually uncontrolled and
rationalize our promiscuity by a
pseudo-philosophy of freedom and
love. When not behaving like animals
we behave like grown-up children.
E x a g g e r a t e d ? N o ! This is the
human heart which Jesus Christ
described and we experience. It
proclaims our moral weakness, our
lack of self-mastery. It reveals us as
to page eleven
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ISRAEL AND THE CHURCH IN PROPHECY
Theodore E. Miller

' T ' H E N A T I O N of Israel is a
modern miracle today. No other
people have kept their identity so long
(for nearly 2000 years, since the
destruction of Jerusalem) while being
scattered throughout the world; then
to come back and reestablish their
own nation, fulfilling their longing
h o p e , " P e r h a p s n e x t y e a r in
Jerusalem."
T r u e , t h e y a r e r e t u r n i n g in
U N B E L I E F , and Zionism has played
a significant part, but regardless of
how the Lord is bringing them back,
r e m a r k a b l e things are happening.
How better could the preparation take
place for the time when God will
gather all nations against her (Zech.
14:2) and there will be no deliverance
except from above. Then as they see
the wounds in Jesus' hands (Zech.
13:6) and look upon him, whom they
have pierced (Zech. 12:10), "they shall
mourn for him, as one mourneth for
his only son, and shall be in bitterness
for him, as one that is in bitterness for
his firstborn" (Zech. 12:10-14).
There are many signs today indicating that the coming of the Lord is
near, among which is Jesus' parable of
the fig tree in Matt. 24:32, (Frequent
s y m b o l of I s r a e l — W y c l i f F e
Commentary). " W h e n his branch is
yet tender, and putteth forth leaves, ye
know that summer is nigh:" — also
verse 33, " S o likewise ye, when ye
shall see all these things, know that it
is near, even at the door." (This does
not set dates.)
Again in Luke 21:24 we are told by
the Lord, " A n d they shall fall by the
edge of the sword, and shall be led
away captive into all nations: and
Jerusalem shall be trodden under foot
of the Gentiles, until the times of the
Gentiles be fulfilled."
W e are taught to " P r a y for the
peace of Jerusalem; they shall prosper
that love thee" (Psa. 112:24). How
much have we prayed for the Jews
d u r i n g all t h e y e a r s of t h e i r
persecution? How much have we loved
The writer, who worships at the Mechanicsburg
I Pa I congregation, has had a long-time interest
in Israel — the land and the people.
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them? How much of our mission
money has been used to bring them to
the Savior? Have not many Christians
rather given them cause to hate the
very name of Christ by the way we
have treated them? Can you hear their
children coming home at the close of a
day at school frustrated, and possibly
in tears, asking, " W h y do they hate us
so?"
Should not these people, whom God
loves, be allowed to return to the land
promised them by the Father many
years ago as an everlasting
possession?
Should they not be allowed a place of
refuge from the hatred of the nations
who have persecuted them (e.g.,
Hitler, who killed about 6,000,000 of
them)? They have not gotten it all by
force of arms. Dr. Wilbur Smith noted
Bible teacher, author and traveler, in
his book Israel/Arab
Conflict, calls
attention to the fact that "By 1935 the
Jews actually owned, by purchase,
350,000 acres of land, for the most
part for agricultural purposes." Can
anyone point out where the Arabs
actually owned any of the land
(originally) by purchase or by inheritance, other than by "squatters'
rights"?
God will provide for the Arabs too,
if they will look to Him, and do their
part, but this does not mean that they
should "push Israel into the sea."
For those who would like to make a
study of Israel as to whether they have
a right to the land (by promise), may
we suggest the following references:
Given to Abram's seed (Gen.
12:8).
Gen. 15:18. The Lord made a
covenant with Abram (gave land
to his seed).
G e n . 17:8. It was for an

everlasting possession.

Jer. 23:7, 8. God brings them
back from all countries whither he
had driven them — shall dwell in
— own land.
Ezek. 36:24. He will gather
them "out of all countries," and
will bring them into their own

land.

Ezek. 37:1-28. Vision of the

Valley of Dry Bones: definitely
refers to Israel (verse 11) God will
bring them out of their graves into
the "land of Israel."
Isa. 11:11. T h e L o r d will
recover the second time the remnant of his people . . .
Micah 4:6. God will gather her
that is driven out . . .
Zeph. 3:19. God will gather her
that was driven out and "will get
them praise and fame in every
land where they have been put to
shame."
Someone may say, "These are all
Old Testament references. Were they
not "Old Testament" Scriptures that
were fulfilled at the time of Jesus'
birth? Are there not still others to be
fulfilled? What about Dan. 2:44; Dan.
12:1-4; Isa. 65:25; Zech. 14:4?
Again another may say, " G o d is
through with Israel because she rejected her Messiah, sinned greatly,
and went after heathen gods and idols.
Will you turn to Rom. 11:1, 2, "I say

then, Hath God cast away his people?

God forbid . . . God hath not cast
away his people." (Paul goes on to say
that God can graft them in again and
warns against Gentile boasting.)
Others may contend that the church
is now Israel, or is taking the place of
Israel. May I suggest that these try to
substitute the word "church" in place
of the word "Israel" in the above
references and see what a confusion
results. The church was not born until
Pentecost. Today the church is being
called out to be the Bride of Christ
(See your concordance for bride and
bridegroom). At the close of the Gent i l e ( c h u r c h ) a g e a l l of t h e
bloodwashed, born again believers
(Jew and Gentile) will be caught up to
meet the Lord in the air, together with
the dead in Christ gone on before (1
Thess. 4:13-18). One shall be taken
and the other left, as they are going
about their normal activities. (Matt.
24:40, 41.) Then the nation of Israel
will have to face the "time of Jacob's
trouble, the Great Tribulation, (Dan.
12:1; Jer. 30:7; Matt. 24:21) and the

to page six
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Ifs a First

The 1974 Biennial Conference
Henry N. Miller
A N E W time schedule, a new format, with new and exciting levels
of person-to-person fellowship . . .
these are in the making for the
General Conference convening June
29-July 4 on the campus of Niagara
Christian College, Fort Erie, Ontario.
At the convening of the last annual
conference in 1972, it was determined
that G e n e r a l C o n f e r e n c e should
provide three basic experiences essential to the brotherhood: (l) an enriched
fellowship consisting of more than
simply being together at one time and
place — a fellowship facilitating a
genuine experience with one another in
the Lord; (2) a means whereby local
and congregational needs and concerns can be shared more fully and
openly; and (3) the transaction of
business in a meaningful way and with
broad interest and participation.
I am becoming excited with the
possibilities of the coming General
Conference! Even though it is not
possible to predict totally how the new
plan will work out, I can already begin
to "feel" the things that will be
happening.
You may expect to find meaningful
experiences within small groups of
twelve or fifteen people. Praying
together, worshipping, studying the
Word, and ministering to each other's
physical needs in an intimate, healing
ministry may help us recapture the
fresh, spontaneous koinonia which
those earliest Christians possessed.
T h e r e will be o p p o r t u n i t y to
worship together in large assemblies
as well; to "praise the Lord in the
sanctuary"; to celebrate our life and
joy and hope in our Savior; to be
participants in prayer and praise and
worship — not merely spectators to
something that happens to be going on
" u p front."
Time and place are provided for an
unhurried love feast, including meditation, expression of brotherhood and
service in the ordinance of feet
washing, and sharing the emblems of
our Lord's body.
The writer is secretary of the General
Conference Program Committee and serves as
pastor of the Fairview
congregation.
Englewood, Ohio.
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Young people will find a full week
of activities which include outings,
hikes, the familiar Bible Quiz competition, celebrations, dedication of
service teams, awards for outstanding
achievements, and dialogue with
Bishop Shafer regarding the implications of his Conference Sermon.
Children under twelve will have daily
program features which include a
choir, Bible discovery, trips, films, and
recreation. Conference is really a
family experience with spiritual and
social benefits for everyone.
An innovation this year will be the
theme sermons, where crucial issues
related to "Discipling Believers in
Today's World" will be discussed.
You will want to discover what
"Discipleship" really means, or explore the matter of church discipline
for our day, or face the implications
of a biblical lifestyle for Christians in a
secular and materialistic society.
These searching subjects will be shared
each morning as an integral part of the
life and work of the conference.
Business matters for the Conference
will be handled in morning, afternoon,
or evening sessions. Because there will
be no promotional programs, the
work, planning, and forward movement of the various church agencies
must be presented concisely and
creatively, with time for response and
action by the conference members.
Opportunity is provided for grassroots forums, where congregational
interests and concerns can be shared
and registered. These can develop
after arrival at conference, and the
findings of any specific forum could
well become the basis for discussion
and action at a future time.
On a larger scale, there will be
presentations of four Lively Issues
pre-selected from responses received
f r o m c o n g r e g a t i o n s a c r o s s the
brotherhood in recent months. These
current issues are: "Gifts of the Spirit
in the Body of Christ," "Evangelism
and Social Concern," "The Role of
W o m e n , " and " D i s c i p l e s h i p —
Contemporary Faithfulness."
Members of Conference will be able to
attend two of these presentations and

will make selection at time of registration.
O t h e r choices for c o n f e r e n c e
members to make will be in relation to
nine workshops and seminars being
held simultaneously which cover many
areas of interest including evangelism,
church music, men's fellowship,
stewardship, missions, and Christian
education.
In addition to the number of innovations described, people attending
the Conference will have opportunity
to share in special services including
e v e n i n g p r a i s e and p r e a c h i n g ,
women's missionary emphasis,
ministers' wives' activities, and
various assorted fellowships.
Best of all, the Lord will be at the
occasion. He comes with His people.
Because of this our time together will
create blessings reaching far beyond
the occasion itself. The Lord willing, I
plan to be at the 1974 Conference. I
hope you will be, too!

ISRAEL AND THE CHURCH
from page five

awful days of the World Ruler, the
Antichrist. Those who rejected Jesus,
who came in His Father's name, will
now come under the Antichrist, who
comes in his own name (John 5:43)
and will betray them, and bring them
bitter suffering.
Let us not get caught up in the
spreading of anti-Semitism. Let us
remember that he who touches Israel
touches the apple of His eye (Zech.
2:8). A father will punish his children
for misbehavior, but he wants others
to keep hands off. Let us love both Jew
and Gentile and want to see them
saved and brought to Christ before it
is too late.
There is plenty of trouble ahead in
this world for all, but the way to
overcome Satan is found in Rev.
12:11:
"And they overcame him (the devil)

by the blood of the Lamb, and by the
word of their testimony, and they
loved not their lives unto the death. "
Evangelical Visitor

i

Religious News
Denominations Continue To
Explore Possible Merger
The Free Methodist Church and the
Wesleyan Church will continue the exploration of possible merger at a series of
meetings in Winona Lake, Ind., May 4-6.
The spring sessions of the Free Methodist
Board of Administration and commissions
will follow, May 8-10.
The joint Committee on Merger Exploration will consider the basis of possible
merger, a proposed constitution, and
recommendations for presentation to the
general boards of both denominations.
Science Statement Replaces Biblical
Reference in California Textbook
The California Board of Education has
voted to replace a reference to the Bible in
a science textbook with a reference to the
theory of evolution.
By a 7-2 vote, the board approved the
change in three paragraphs of the Science
Framework Handbook, which is used as a
curriculum-planning resource by California teachers.
The action was the latest development in
a continuing discussion over the manner in
which evolution should be presented in
public school textbooks.
Last year, the California board approved the revision of science texts to
present evolution as a theory. It did not
approve any mention of the religious explanation of creation.
Under the change just approved by the
board, one of the paragraphs in the
Science Framework Handbook states:
"Philosophic and religious consideration
pertaining to the origin, meaning, and
values of life are not within the realm of
science, because they cannot be analyzed
or measured by the present methods of
science."
Extreme "Rugged Individualism"
Held Threat to the Family
A family life specialist believes that the
American ideal of "rugged individualism,"
when carried to perverted extremes, is
responsible for much of the turmoil in
family life today.
" W e are all raised to believe in independence, with its emphasis on selfsufficiency and freedom," Dr. Lawrence
Fuchs of Brandeis University said in the
special M a r c h issue of St.
Anthony
Messenger devoted to the American fami-

ly.

"Yet family is based on dependency in
relationships, mutual obligations and
responsibilities — parents and children
and spouses — for each other regardless of
an individual's whim or choice of the
moment," he said.
Professor Fuchs said most Americans
want the family to survive, but they need
help to keep the family from becoming a
prison in which freedom is the greatest of
chains.
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Gallup Rates Religious Interest
High Among Nation's Youth
Seldom in history have the American
people craved m o r a l and spiritual
leadership more than today, George
Gallup, Jr. believes.
Speaking for his American Institute of
Public Opinion, the pollster said the
typical citizen is searching for new heroes
— heroes with c h a r a c t e r , not just
charisma.
He said moral and spiritual leadership
by the church in America will depend upon
two key groups among the populace: (1)
Those with a college background, and (2)
Young adults in America who will set the
tone for religion in the decade ahead and
provide the nation's leadership.
The declining influence of the church has
often been blamed on these two groups, he
noted, "yet survey evidence strongly
suggests that these groups could well be in
the vanguard of religious renewal in this
country."
The famous "Gallup Poll" indicates that
all signs point to the fact that religion is
gaining a new intellectual respectability in
the United States.
Singapore Christians Send Missionary
Gift to Needy Texas Church
A gift of $1,000 was dispatched by the
S i n g a p o r e d i s t r i c t of t h e C h i n e s e
Methodist Conference to a low income
Spanish-speaking congregation at Grand
Prairie, Texas, marking an historic switch
in the flow of mission aid.
Dr. Howard Brinton of the United
Methodist Board of Global Ministries,
believed it was the first time in his
denomination that money was sent from
overseas churches to help a U.S. church.
YFC Sponsors Bill Pearce's
"Nightsounds" Radio Program
Bill Pearce, noted Christian musician
and radio personality, has joined the consulting staff of Youth for Christ International, according to Y F C President Jay
Kesler.
The originator of the radio program
"Nightsounds," Pearce is heard over 117
syndicated stations by a potential audience
of 30 million five nights a week the year
around. Thousands of people have been
helped by the radio counsel that Bill
dispenses through his show and in followup correspondence.
"It was a natural for Youth for Christ to
sponsor my program," says Pearce. "In
the last few years we've had countless
numbers of young people with spiritual
p r o b l e m s ( a m o n g listeners). I have
referred about 75 percent of these to Y F C
staff members.
Underground Evangelism Answers
'Christianity Today' Charge
That Smugglers Are Deceivers
Should Christians refrain from
smuggling Bibles into Communist countries because the state law forbids the
action?
Yes, says a M a r c h 1 editorial in
Christianity Today, or be a hypocrite. No,
replies Underground Evangelism, because
believers should obey God rather than
man.

G e o r g e F. S a n t a , s p e a k i n g f o r
Underground Evangelism, cited a history
of clandestine Christian efforts that
brought the faith through the Catacombs
of Rome and the Bible to Britain hidden in
merchandise illegally and eventually to
America.
"It is perhaps reasonable to assume that
we would not be Believers today had not
our forefathers in faith also obeyed God
rather than man," the U E statement
declared.
Mr. Santa cited radio broadcasts into
Communist countries as being equally
illegal but noted an absence of criticism of
that evangelistic medium.
2 Senators Clash
On Death Penalty
An Iowa Senator, who plans to leave
political life to serve as a religious missionary, denounced a bill aimed at
restoring the death penalty for certain
federal crimes, declaring that capital
punishment breaks faith "with our moral
purpose as a people."
Sen. Harold E. Hughes (D-Iowa) argued
against the bill proposed by Sen. John
McClellan (D-Ark.), stating that "the
death penalty demeans society without
protecting it."
Declaring that society has not "suffered
the brutality" of an execution in eight
years, he said the restoration of capital
punishment would be " a simplistic and
illusory way to sidestep the real problems
of deterrence and correction."
Sen. McClellan, who staunchly
defended his bill — which permits the
death penalty for treason, espionage and
certain fatal crimes connected with kidnapping, skyjacking, arson and sabotage
— declared from the Senate floor that
"people who commit crimes like these
have forefeited their own right to life."
Family Gains As
TV Appeal Levels Off
George Gallup has discovered that
watching TV remains the most popular
e v e n i n g p a s t i m e of a b o u t h a l f of
Americans, but that the proportion has not
increased since a 1966 survey.
He found on the other hand that
engaging in family activities at home is
now the favorite way of spending an
evening for twice the number of people
since the 1966 survey.
Reading was the highest on the 1938 list,
followed by the movies, the theater, and
dancing. Each of these pastimes dropped
sharply in the next survey — 1960. TV had
dominated the list for some 28 percent.
His American Institute of Public Opinion lists 1974 percentages of response to
the question, " W h a t is your favorite way
of spending an evening?"
Watching television (46%); Reading
(14%); Dining out (12%); Family activities
at home (10%); Movies/theater (9%);
Resting/relaxation (8%); Visiting friends
(8%); Entertaining friends (8%); Playing
cards/games (8%); Participating in sports
(5%); Listening to radio/records (5%);
Dancing (4%); Sewing (3%); Working in
home workshop (3%); Club or church
meetings (3%); Other responses (9%).
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What are the impressions upon a
first-time visit to Asia's sub-continent?

Reflections on India
A Id en Long

" F R O M T H E DAY that we left the 747 at the Delhi
Airport, our experiences in India have been exciting,
meaningful, and filled with rewards beyond our expectations. All the senses have been active in experiencing
some of the things a new country and culture afford. I am
not purporting to write as an expert in religious, social, or
political matters. This is only a response to a request to
share some of our impressions from experiences in India.
We give thanks to our heavenly Father for protecting us
throughout our travels. We have experienced no antiAmerican feelings, riots, or hostility in any form. We did
experience the most intense and repeated fright while
riding the taxis. Motorists in Pennsylvania are reminded to
"drive defensively." Most of our drivers in India drive
aggressively. It seems to be predicated on the assumption
that the rickshaw, the pedestrian, the wandering cow will
certainly clear the way in the nick of time to avoid
carnage. Many floorboards were pushed vigorously to help
mollify the fraying nerves. The fear is more on hehalf of
what is about to be hit than for our personal safety. During
the first trip from the airport I thought one old man had
surely drawn his last breath. Another time we passed
exceedingly close to a water bufTalo. If he had been
inhaling instead of exhaling, there certainly would have
been a collision (Credit for that observation is due to Dr.
Kreider).
We were barely inside our hotel room until the phone
rang, informing us that my sister Edna was in the lobby.
We scarcely had time to feel like pilgrims in a strange
land. But this was most welcome news to us. As the days
moved on, with the complications of travel arrangements
and travel itself, we began to realize how fortunate we were
to have an escort. One of the nicknames we had given
Alden and Mary Long recently spent time in India, visiting his sister
(Mrs. Edna Kreider) and friends, and gathering materials for his religion
courses at Messiah College.

Edna at home was "the Kid." Now the roles were
reversed. My large frame now became "the Kid" and I
was being led and managed across the plains of the Ganges
Valley . . . and I was thanking God all the time.
Even with the pictures and reporting in missionary
conferences, we form fancy pictures and stereotypes about
what it's really like on a mission field. One of the great
values of a visit is reality recovery.
It was good to share in and see the outreach of Christian
witness among university students in Delhi, with the Joe
Smiths. Here lives are being changed at the top of the
social ladder. We met a young man who has traded living
in Hindu temples for study of the Word of God. God's
light does shine in the darkness of this world.
Reaching greater numbers with a good evangelical
witness is the dedicated staff of the Far Eastern Broadcasting Association. Visiting the studios and meeting some
of the staff will give objectification to our prayer support.
It is good to know the Brethren in Christ (through Allen
and Leoda Buckwalter) are sharing in this outreach.
Sharing in the Christian Life Retreat at Allahabad Bible
Seminary, where William and Mary Hoke serve, will not
be forgotten. God warmed our hearts with the light of His
Word. It was good to discover new brothers and sisters in
Christ, training, well-trained, and joyously giving
themselves to God's creative and redeeming work. One
dear brother is retired from the Indian Air Force. He is
studying Greek on his own and wishes to get into some
kind of Christian ministry. His desire, drive, and spirit got
to me.
I expected to find Madhipura Christian Hospital in an
isolated spot. We discovered a well-populated town with
shops, markets and craft production of many sorts. Nor is
the hospital complex a lonely place. Rather a well-traveled
roadway goes right through it. I have enjoyed sitting on the
veranda and watching the daily traffic of oxcarts, of
bearers of field produce, of herd boys, of graceful sari-clad
women with heavy loads on their heads. Callers come to
the Kreider household regularly throughout the day and
early hours of the evening.

to page ten
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What are the impressions when one returns to the
sub-continent after an absence offour years?

India Revisited
Lowell and Anna Jean Mann

T T W A S our fourth trip to India, and as we waited in line
at the Delhi Airport — Palam — to go through customs,
it scarcely seemed possible that we had been away four
and one-half years. It was so familiar that it seemed we
had been away from India more like four months, now
returning from a short furlough.
Our reasons for visiting India were very personal. We
wanted to show our sons the land of their birth and early
formative years of their lives. (They were still young
enough to travel half fare!) We wished to show them the
cultural differences between India and America, exploring
what influence this possibly may have on them and on us.
We would evaluate our ten years in India in retrospect,
and visit friends there — both American and Indian.
Eric, age 9 and Thomas, age IV2, saw this India:
* From 1/3 to 1/2 the size of the United States, but
with 2 1/2 times as many people as the U.S.
* 80% of the population living in rural villages, but
with only 20% of the doctors living in the rural
areas.
* A literacy rate of 29% (in North Bihar, where we
had lived, less than 15%).
* Main modes of transportation are oxcart, bicycle,
train, or walking.
* Less than 2% of the total population count
themselves Christian.
Dr. and Mrs. Mann and family are members of the Lancaster Brethren in
Christ congregation. Dr. Mann has a medical practice at Elizabethtown.
Pa.

* The average laborer's daily wage is about 30c.
* A land of beautiful birds, flowers, scenery and
architecture.
* A land of poverty, sickness, overpopulation, hunger
and hopelessness.
These are some of the more obvious physical features of
India which we shared with Eric and Thomas. Their tastes
in food and music will always be colored by their early
childhood lived in India.
India's Culture
It is hard to separate the cultural influences from the
physical aspects of a country. There is a tremendous
overlay. Which is the cause and/or effect?
One of the things about India that impresses us most is
the stark reality of life. Nothing is covered or glossed over;
the panorama of life is lived in clear view — poverty,
sickness, hunger, birth, death, life — all are lived out in
plain view for anyone who dares to look. Many times it's
too painful to look and we over-react, by becoming either
calloused or overly sensitive.
India is a very religious country; their lifestyle is
interwoven with their religion. We could see the glaring
contrasts of this non-Christian country and ours (with its
Judeo-Christian heritage). This will hopefully make us
more authentic in our Christian faith and lifestyle.
The poverty of India and the affluence of America
cause us anxiety. How do we handle it?
The community feeling found in India is in contrast to
the American rugged individualism. Each religious group
creates its own community. This is sub-divided into castes
and finally into families. The individual has a sense of
belonging. It seems that today in America, more people
are losing their sense of belonging and as a result
experience alienation. This points up the fact that we need
community and need to know where we belong. We need
other people and can't go it alone. We hope we can model
this to our sons.

to page ten

P H O T O C A P T I O N S (opposite page): The Taj Mahal, one of India's
historic and cultural shrines; the church at Madhipura; above: a Hindu
temple in New Delhi; right: the Mann children, Eric and Thomas, and
friend. ( P h o t o g r a p h s by Lowell M a n n )
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REFLECTIONS
f r o m page eight

REVISITED
from page nine

It was good to meet some of these dear Indian
Christians about whom we've heard. The smiles, the
greetings, the warm receptions, the hospitality, and the
fellowship have been rich experiences. Preaching through
an interpreter was a new experience. Leora Yoder interpreted at the Madhipura Church. Jim Cober interpreted in
one of the Uraon churches of the Purnea District. George
Lucas interpreted at Allahabad Seminary. The audiences
were very different, but all were attentive and receptive. At
all places we gained an expanded vision of our brothers in
Christ. This enrichment could have been repeated if time
had allowed.
Not enough has been spoken about the missionaries who
labor in this area of God's kingdom. They have a great
versatility of gifts. They are healers of the sick in body and
spirit. They are sought-out advisors in all kinds of personal
problems. Marriage and social relations, a broken irrigation pump for a Santal pastor, helping an illiterate church
brother to protect his land from the ever-lurking shyster,
keeping a kerosene refrigerator (for which parts are no
longer available) in working order, giving sought-out
advice in administering the affairs of the national church,
sorting presuppositions — these are a few of the skills
which are shared.
I'm impressed with how our missionaries' national
coworkers love them. One can readily see they have
cultivated relationships on the agape level. Whether you
visit Saharsa, Madhipura, Banmankhi or Purnea,
Allahabad or Delhi, there is great evidence of love for
these servants of God who have invested well beyond their
"fair share" in God's kingdom. I wish this demonstration
of selfless love could be better communicated to the church
members in America.
Recent news items in America and the daily news items
in India both portray the bankruptcy of humanism
everywhere. Should the missionaries have come? To raise
this question, believing the answer is " N o , " is to be naive
regarding that bankruptcy. Men, apart from God, are evil
in heart, mind, and practice.
God has had a church in India for a long time. God will
continue to build His kingdom in the hearts of men who
will admit their need of a Savior; of men who will turn to
Him for peace and power; of men who will dare to walk
the creative and sometimes lonely road with the Master; of
faithful men who will receive the same reward as their
American brothers and sisters in Christ. Thank God for
the Christians of India! Let us all pray for these dear
Christians of all the churches in India!

We also see the value of tradition and history. It gives a
sense of "rootedness" upon which community is more
easily built. I know more of who I am and where I'm going
if I'm aware of my own history. Tradition should be
dynamic; we are well aware of the many dangers of
tradition. We wanted to show the boys their early historical "roots" in India.
Report on the Church
We were excited to see the progress made in the medical
program [Dr. and Mrs. Mann had served at the
Madhipura Christian Hospital], Advances have been
made in the physical plant as well as in the number of
personnel now working. It gave us a great deal of
satisfaction to see most of the personnel who had been
associated with us still working at the hospital. The
spiritual concerns have top priority.
It was good to hear of the local Christians who had
received paramedical training from other Christian
hospitals in nursing, pharmacy, laboratory technology and
X-ray technology. They are not all at Madhipura but are
scattered throughout India.
The indigenization of the church has moved along
significantly. All the work is moving along and maturing;
not that there aren't problems yet to be worked through.
We had an overall feeling of satisfaction to see that the
foundation seemed to be solid, and that God had blessed
our hard work and efforts. We thank God for the
dedicated staff that continues and whose work is rapidly
growing. The esprit de corps was very good.

The Ganges river's edge in Benares. ( P h o t o by L. M a n n )
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To visit friends was a joy. Rice and curry never tasted
better. With the missionaries we enjoyed the depth of
fellowship we had learned to take for granted. It was
wonderful to spend Christmas 1973 in Madhipura. It was a
comfortable feeling to be with people on whom we had
spent so much time, energy and love; with whom we shared
life — joy as well as pain. In one way it was like a
homecoming, and it was hard to say goodbye again.
We thank God for the opportunity our family had to
visit India at this time, and are grateful for the ability God
gives to grow, change and adjust. We had a wonderful
time, but we could return to our home in Elizabethtown
with a sense of security only God can give one when you
realize this is also God's will. Life continues to be very
exciting here, as well as in India!

I
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In the March/April

therefore

A REPORT ON THE RECENT CHURCH COUNCIL IN
INDIA
• selection of Patras H e m b r o m e as new chairman
of the India Church.
• vote of e n c o u r a g e m e n t on the p r o p o s e d
Bangladesh project.
• enthusiastic report on new outreach to Uraons in §
South Bihar.
A L S O A S E C T I O N ON M I S S I O N S IN N O R T H
AMERICA
Sample copies of therefore are available free from
Box 149, Elizabethtown,
Pa. 17022.
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the slaves of our a p p e t i t e s and
passions.
But Jesus Christ can set us free. "If
therefore the Son shall make you free,
you shall be free indeed" (John 8:36
N ASB). He died for our guilt; He rose
for our liberation. He is alive, active,
contemporary. He can enter our personality by His Spirit and tame our
passions. He can visit the prison of our
selfishness and set the prisoners free.
Gradually but surely He can change
us. He can transform our wayward,
selfish, turbulent character into one
revealing His love, joy and peace.
Jesus Christ is the sufficient answer
to our weakness.
And the problem of despair is met
too.
If the 1960s were a decade of doubt,
the 1970s may well prove to be a
decade of despair. What hope is there
for the world? Our problems seem
beyond us. We can see the solution as
an ideal, but cannot make it a reality.
We can talk about making love, not
war, but we know that man is the same
u n d e r n e a t h . We can d r e a m our
dreams of a brave new world, but the
dream never comes true. We are
tempted to give up on man because of
his incurable irrationality.
Has the Christian anything to say to
this despair? Yes! Jesus Christ has not
taken His hand off the controls. He
sends His followers out into the arena
of human conflict to struggle for dignity, justice and freedom. Then He
warns us that selfishness is ingrained
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in human nature, so that there will
always be "wars and rumours of
wars" and men will never succeed in
building the Kingdom of God on
earth.
So He adds that He will come and
do it Himself. One day the dream will
come true! But the New Jerusalem
(the new city-community in which
God rules) will not be a construction
of human endeavor; it will descend
from heaven as a divine gift.
Yes, Jesus Christ is coming again.
He is coming in power, not weakness;
in glory, not shame. He is coming
Himself, personally and visibly. He is
going to intervene in human politics,
take His power and reign.
Do not ask me to spell out the
details or describe the sequence of
events in His program. I only know
that He is coming back. There is going
to be a new heaven and a new earth.
He will succeed where men have
failed. The characteristics of His rule
will be justice (where men have spread
oppression) and peace (where men
have made war).
So what the future holds is not the
vague possibility of something better
emerging in millions of more years of
evolution, nor the grim prospect of
men manipulating evolution by their
own genetic engineering, but a divine
revolution (more radical than any
reformer has ever envisaged), a
regeneration, a society reborn, from
which war, injustice, tyranny and disc r i m i n a t i o n have been f o r e v e r

eliminated. Jesus Christ spreads hope,
not despair.
Jesus Christ is the answer to every
man's despair.
Notice that the four offers of Jesus
Christ are linked to the four great
events in His saving career — His
birth, death, resurrection and return.
Because He was born into the world
He can end our loneliness. Because He
died for our sins He can expunge our
guilt. Because He rose again in power
He can strengthen our weakness.
Because He is coming back to reign
He can dispel our despair.
But we have to admit our need of
the riches of Christ. The rich do not
need riches. Christ still sends the rich
away empty. It is the poor in spirit, the
inadequate, the destitute (admitting
their sin and g u i l t , l o n e l i n e s s ,
weakness and despair) who will come
to Christ to be enriched.
But let us be clear what Christ's
offer is. It is not something mechanical
by which we are made perfect in a
moment, but something organic, a
new birth, with a new life which will
develop; not a spectacular emotional
experience which will fade like a
blossom, but a profound change of
outlook and character which will ripen
like fruit; not a superficial happiness
with no tears, but a deep joy, together
with a life of conflict, service and pain.
Above all, it is a life (and an eternity
too) spent both in exploring and in
experiencing the unsearchable riches
of Christ.

A Message From the Moderator
The Apostle Peter exhorted the brethren to be " . . .
good stewards of the manifold grace of God." Add that
to the words of the Apostle Paul who said, . . it is
required in stewardship that a man be found faithful."
And we get the feeling that Christian stewardship
includes every area of the Christian's life. Certainly
including whatever finances God may hate entrusted to
us.
The Stewardship Commission of the Brethren in
Christ Church has been greatly used of God to provide
a channel for our finances that makes giving both
joyful and profitable, through the Jacob F.ngle Foundation any donor to the work of the Lord can be
assured that money given in trust to the church will be
carefully cared for and directed into the channel that
will fulfill the desires of the donor.
I hope that pastors would acquaint our people well
with the opportunities afforded by the Stewardship
Commission.
Let it be said of each of us that we are good stewards
of that which God has entrusted into our care.
Yours for the advancement of the Kingdom,
Bishop C. B Byers
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Arthur Lewis

Is Free Love
the Most Expensive Kind?

" N o , " responded Dr. Tom Maurer in a debate held at
Hamline University last October. "I think that the socalled virtue of fidelity in marriage often becomes the vice
of possessiveness. Why should sex be the only natural
function that requires the permission of a professional
(referring to a minister)? One of the appalling problems of
our society is the 'monotony of monogamy.' I don't care
what people do sexually as long as they don't do it in a way
that infringes on other people's rights."
These statements were presented by my worthy opponent, director of the University of Minnesota Medical
School's Human Sexuality Program. I had made the
opening address for the affirmative on the proposition,
"Resloved: That free love is the most expensive kind."
After the two guests had presented their opening remarks,
the Hamline students entered into a lively discussion of the
issues and then ended the evening with a vote which
showed them to be about evenly divided for and against
free love.
Now as I think back over that evening's debate at
Hamline University, just a few miles south of Bethel's
campus. I find a rude awakening took place in my own
consciousness: American youth are more and more open
to sex without commitment, both as an idea and as a way
of life. Much more needs to be said to convince them of the
consequences of free love and of the risks involved.
My arguments in this debate were largely pragmatic,
intended for students' ears, but they are based on a biblical
and Christian view of sex and marriage. After readily
admitting my lack of personal experience with free love, I
launched into a definition of the terms and a four-point
case for the affirmative.
Definition of Terms
"Free love" is popular jargon for sexual union apart
from the bonds of matrimony. It is free in the sense of
being free from any commitment or responsibility.
However, when the personal dimensions and social results
of free love are examined the actual costs begin to appear.
Just how "expensive" is free love? This will vary with
different types of sexual union. Rape probably should top
the list with its price tags of violence and mental torture.
Next might come prostitution, followed closely by
"playboy" affairs. Alternates to marriage are being
attempted in communes and hippie-type associations.
Promiscuity also belongs on this list of variant categories
of free love.
It will be my contention that all these forms of sex
outside the marriage bond are "more expensive" in
personal hurt and social disruption than wedlock, the
traditional place for sex.
Problems with Pregnancy
The first argument is that sexual freedom is expensive
because it leads to unwanted pregnancies. The Kinsey
Report listed this as the number one objection to
premarital intercourse (Report on the Female, 1953). The
alarming rise in illegitimate births is a heavy price for free
love, reaching into the courts and welfare agencies of our

The writer is a member of the faculty. Bethel College.
Minn. (Baptist General Conference!.
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country and forcing the state to pay for the irresponsible
acts of promiscuous parents. In 1940 only one in 26 births
in the United States was illegitimate, but by 1965 the ratio
had jumped to one in 15.
The use of contraceptives is not the answer. To begin
with, only a few cultures have them, and even in our own
land ignorance of their proper use is still widespread.
Richard Hettlinger remarks in his book, Living with Sex:
The Student's Dilemma, that "most male students largely
ignore the possibility of pregnancy, nor is it generally
understood that the pill has to be taken throughout the
entire menstrual cycle to be effective. Girls neither take the
pill as a regular safeguard nor wear a diaphragm for all
occasions. The result is that one out of every five girls who
have intercourse before marriage becomes pregnant!"
Of course there remains a more violent solution —
abortion. Yet any suggestion that abortion may be used
legitimately as a last-resort form of birth control is
rejected by the vast majority of Americans in spite of the
evidence that liberal laws on abortion do have a strong
effect on birth control and over-population. Only in cases
of rape or threat to the life of the mother is there general
approval for abortion (The Sexual Scene, Gagnon and
Simon, p. 101). No, the price is still too high in the minds
of most Americans, both in dollars and cents and in
personal tragedy, to accept the forced abortion of the
infant as a cover-up for irresponsible sex.
Psychological Scars
"This is what the psychiatrist sees," writes Harvard
professor Armand Nicoli. "Unwanted pregnancies, illadvised m a r r i a g e s , a b o r t i o n s followed by severe
depressions and haunting nightmares, disillusionment,
frustration, despondency and suicide. The new sexual
freedom is not what people are led to believe . . . it
certainly does not lead to prolonged ecstatic pleasure."
One fundamental cause for this mental d a m a g e
resulting from free love is the contrast between the sexes in
their reasons for engaging in passionate love-making.
"The girl plays at sex, for which she is not ready, because
what she wants is love, and the boy plays at love, for which
he is not ready, because what he wants is sex." So Dr.
Mary Calderone described this problem (Redbook, July
1965). Another well-known expert on human sexuality,
Helen Gurley Brown, adds, "What the girl really wants to
hear is not 'You're beautiful you're sexy,' but simply, 'Will
you marry me?' "
In the film Valley of the Dolls, it was the girls, not the
guys, who became depressed and who turned to drugs for
escape after having become promiscuous.
A psychologist at the University of Wisconsin reported
that a good majority of the women experiencing nervous
disorders had been free in their sex life and were overcome
by guilt.
Kinsey found that nine out of ten women indicated some
moral objection to premarital intercourse, whereas no
more than half the men felt any qualms about it (Male, p.
364).
I have given these examples to demonstrate the severe
personal injury which frequently accompanies sexual
union outside marriage.

Evangelical Visitor

Venereal Disease
Venereal is a term derived from the goddess of love,
Venus, and without doubt the one basic cause for the
alarming rise of syphilis and gonorrhea in our country is
promiscuous sex. Many statistical reports indicate that we
face a health problem of epidemic proportions. So-called
miracle drugs are not as effective as before. This time the
"expense account" for free love is to be paid in physical
deformity, brain damage and pain.
David Reuben discusses the Army's campaign to wipe
out VD by the use of penicillin. So well-advertised were the
successes by military doctors in halting both syphilis and
gonorrhea that the general public forgot to be careful. But
factors which have created our present crisis were the
sharp rise in homosexual activity and the careless sex life
of teenagers, such as the "teenie-boppers." All advocates
of free love will have to share to some extent in the
responsibility for venereal disease.
Home Destruction
Finally, the practice of free love is expensive in its
damage to American home life. To begin with, divorce
statistics show the negative outcome of many teenage
marriages, which are the unwanted, forced conclusion to
youthful experiments with free love. The high school rate
of divorce is three times the overall picture. Wives under
20 are involved in more than half of all divorces. At least
one-third of all teenage girls are already pregnant at the
time of their marriage (Reader's Digest, June 1973, as
reported by Lester Velie).
Alternatives to marriage are not working out as
planned. Hippie communes have produced unwanted
children who grow up in squalor and neglect. Male
members of the free love community depend upon the
welfare allowance given by the state to the unwed mothers
for their board.

America's famous "playboy philosophy" threatens
the traditional values and security of our homes. Harvey
Cox complains that the playboy is actually anti-sexual.
For him "the other sex is part of his leisure, his
accessories, his playthings" f The Secular City, p. 40). By
offering such tantalizing freedoms to the average
American male, the playboy undercuts his interest in
serious love leading to permanent marriage and responsible parenthood.
Therefore, since our society is still fundamentally a
homebased society, free love extracts a heavy toll in
broken homes and threatens the welfare of our children.
Conclusion
There is a positive side to the argument, patent for most
of us, and that is that the richness of sex and love, as the
Creator intended, are safeguarded by continence before
marriage and fidelity to one's lover in marriage. For some,
the word fidelity brings a sneer, but for most of us it is an
essential element for all partnerships. Fidelity in marriage
will act like cement, uniting two — a man and a woman —
in a permanent and exclusive relationship. It will help to
construct a castle-like sanctuary within which the highest
joys of affection, sex, home and children may freely take
place.
In defense of the resolution, I have argued that free love
is costly in personal pain and social disorder. Its expenses
have been tallied under the categories of unwanted
pregnancies, psychological scars, venereal disease, and
destructive attacks on the American home. I believe that
the evidence clearly points to the conclusion that free love
is indeed expensive, far too expensive to be worth the
passing fun of an affair.
Reprinted from The Standard, official organ of the Baptist General
Conference. Used by permission.

MORE ON YOUTH WEEK

Youth Take Journey of Love

January 19 the Locust Grove Youth Group had a taffy
pull. We then discussed our ideas for the next three weeks
which was climaxed by Youth Day. It was entitled the
Journey of Love.
Each youth strived for points on the completion of an
assignment each week. The first week they were to send
letters to friends (not relatives) expressing their love and
appreciation for something that they did in the church or
elsewhere. Each letter received points.
The second week they made a prayer list and prayed
daily for those persons on their list and received points for
each person.
The third week they gave gifts to people to express their
love for them. They were encouraged to make the gifts
with their hands. Some made dresses for little girls, others
made bird feeders, candy and others decorated little cakes.
Three prizes were awarded to the three highest. On
Youth Day each youth participated in the Sunday morning
service and took complete charge of everything. Barry
Shue, a member of the youth group and a freshman at
Messiah College, spoke on the subject "A Meal of Zeal."
In the evening the youth had a buffet luncheon and invited
the trumpet trio and accompanist from Messiah College to
share with them. The evening service was given by the
trumpet trio and was very much enjoyed by all.

Mr. and Mrs. Donald Sentz, Youth Advisors
April 25, 1974
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APRIL
I Married You by Walter Trobisch. Harper and Row, New
York, N. Y „ 1971. $1.95, 135 pages.
For Pastors, Marriage Counsellors and Youth Directors.
In this excellent book Trobisch develops a Christian view
of marriage based on the text "Therefore a man leaves his
father and his mother and cleaves to his wife, and they
become one flesh."
I Married You is interesting reading, written in narrative
style in the context of a series of lectures by the author to a
Christian congregation in Africa. Of this book David R. Mace
writes: "The characters reach out to you and touch your
heart, as the pastor tries to help them find solutions to their
problems through deeper understandings of the divine
purpose in sex and marriage.
"This moving human story, though acted out in Africa,
reaches down to the level at which its message is equally
relevant for all of us — American, European, Asian and
African alike."
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Church News
MISSIONS
DEPARTURES
April 19 — Esther Hennigh (Green
Grove congregation, Pa.), beginning her
second Voluntary Service assignment at
the Youngways Hostel in Bulawayo,
Rhodesia. She had worked there for more
than 2V2 years in 1965-67.
April 19 — Larson Wenger (Five Forks
congregation, Pa.), beginning a two-year
Voluntary Service assignment at Macha
Mission, Zambia.
Patras Hembrome New Chairman
At the twenty-first Council of the
Brethren in Christ Church in India (held
60 years after the founding of the mission),
Rev. Patras Hembrome was installed as
Church Chairman by retiring Chairman,
Rev. S. N. Rai. The post is a two-year
appointment.

MCC
Tornado Shatters Thousands of Homes;
Recovery Programs Underway
Mennonite Disaster Service is calling
urgently for 20 leadership persons as
recovery programs in 12 states get underway following widespread tornado
destruction on April 3.
T e n p e r s o n s to do i n v e s t i g a t i v e
groundwork and ten project leaders are
needed immediately for 30 days.
M D S has released $ 12,000 from its
emergency fund for use in initial clean-up
and recovery programs which will span a
five to ten-week period.
With final Red Cross statistics still
incomplete, at least 338 persons are dead
after the storms. Damage reached $1
billion.
"When I first saw Xenia, Ohio — and
I've been with this 17 years — I knew this
was the worst and most extensive tornado
damage I'd ever seen," said Nelson
Hostetter, M D S executive coordinator.
Hostetter, who has been on the scene in a
number of the 12 states in which M D S is
working says devastation is more intense
and involves more communities than the
Palm Sunday tornadoes of 1965.
Contributions to replenish the M D S
emergency fund and to assist in the tornado recovery program should be sent to
Brethren in Christ Missions, P.O. Box 149,
Elizabethtown, Pa. 17022.
Kansas Wheat Feeds India's Hungry
Nineteen thousand bags of Kansas
wheat are now feeding the hungry in India.
In Bihar the wheat is being used to pay
workers for their labor in constructing
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dams. In Calcutta the wheat will feed
children who are undernourished because
parents cannot purchase adequate quantities of food.
As they received their portion of the
Food-for-Work wheat in Bihar, several
recipients said they had never seen wheat
quite as good as the Kansas wheat and that
it was better than anything currently
available in the ration shops.
Although the drought is over, its effects
are evident in high prices and food shortages. The wheat will provide short-term
relief.

making it possibly the fastest selling Bible
— or any other book — ever printed.
The commencement message will be
given by Colonel James B. Irwin, lunar
modular pilot and founder and president of
High Flight Foundation, a non-profit
organization through which he shares his
faith in God.

MESSIAH COLLEGE

Ronald Miller Completes Doctorate
Ronald L. Miller, assistant professor of
music, has completed work
for the Ph.D. degree at Indiana University, Bloomington, Indiana.
The subject of his doctoral dissertation was "The
Musical Works of Maribriano de Orto: Transcription and Commentary."
Dr. Miller joined the Messiah College
faculty in 1968. He is the son of Mr. and
Mrs. Harvey Miller, Grantham, Pa.

Living Bible Author to be Honored
Dr. Kenneth Taylor, writer of The
Living Bible, a paraphrase of the Script u r e s , will be p r e s e n t e d with the
Distinguished Public Service Award at this
year's graduation exercises on May 4, in
recognition of his contribution in making
the Scriptures intelligible to modern
readers.
Since its appearance in 1971, The Living
Bible has sold more than 14 million copies

Maintenance Men Needed
Howard Walter, Director of Physical
Plant, Messiah College, reports the need of
several men experienced in "plumbing,
electrical work, carpentry, painting,
automotive, custodial or grounds work."
This is a significant area of ministry in the
mission of Messiah College. Those who
are interested in sharing in this ministry
and who as well, share the spiritual
emphases of the college should contact
Mr. Walter at the college.

Opportunities Offered by Messiah
Wesleyan Tour: Messiah College is
currently in conversation with the
Christian Holiness Association
about the possibility of correlating
the Wesleyan Heritage Tour with a
course on Wesley during the January
Term of 1975. The ten-day tour of
England would cost about $600. It
could be taken for college credit.
Here is an excellent opportunity to
visit the sights of importance in the
lives of the Wesleys, George Fox and
General William Booth (Salvation
Army). If you are interested, please
submit your name(s) to Luke Keefer,
Jr., Messiah College, Grantham,
Penna., as soon as possible. The
number of prospective participants
may afTecl the offering of this course
opportunity.
Holy Land Study: Alden Long of the
Messiah College Faculty is planning
to study in the Holy Land in January
1975. He invites others interested to

join him. Brother Long is not
o r g a n i z i n g a g r o u p and giving
leadership to it, but he will welcome
anyone who wants to be a fellow
student at the American Institute of
Holy Land Studies in Jerusalem. The
school is evangelical in orientation.
The work is on the collegiate and
post-collegiate level.
The details about the program for
the coming January are not yet
available, but this year the January
term course ran from January 3-23
and was entitled. Physical and
Historical Geography of Palestine
(emphasing the biblical periods). The
cost of the course was $391, including room, board, tuition and
field trips. The air fare roundtrip was
$370 for college-age students (they
get special rates). If you are interested, write Dr. Martin Schrag,
Messiah College, Grantham, Pennsylvania.

Evangelical Visitor

CONFERENCES
Allegheny

The Five Forks congregation saw and
heard a demonstration of the Release
Time Bible Program by the director, Jerry
Traister, on Sunday evening, March 10.
Release Time Bible Program is a Bible
teaching ministry in the public school
system. The pastor is Rev. James Esh.
The New Guilford congregation is
holding cottage prayer meetings each week
using studies on " N e w Thresholds of
Faith." Rev. Marlin Ressler is the pastor.

Atlantic

A combined choir, made up of choirs
from the Carlisle, Elizabethtown,
Grantham, Lancaster, Manor, Pequea, and
Refton congregations, held its third annual
music festival on Sunday, March 10, in the
Manor Church.
The Bellevue Park congregation held a
"Praise the Lord" service on Sunday
evening, March 17. The pastor is Rev.
John K. Stoner.

Canadian

The Bertie congregation held their annual Bible Conference on Saturday,
March 2. Bishop E. J. Swalm spoke on the
topic, " Y o u r Vocabulary is Showing" and
" O u r Unbuilded Temples." Rev. William
Syndram used as his topic, " T o Know It"
and " T o Live It." Special music was
provided by the "King's Daughters" and a
duet from Sherkston. Rev. Wilbur W.
Benner is the pastor.
The Cheapside congregation honored
their pastor and wife, Rev. and Mrs. Paul
A. Nigh, for their years of service with a
"This is Your Life" program. The Nighs
were presented with an album, a desk set,
and a purse of money. Rev. and Mrs. Nigh
served the Cheapside congregation for the
past 17 years and prior to that the
Springvale congregation for 30 years.
The Sherkston congregation heard the
Ontario Bible College Chorale on Sunday
morning, March 17, when they presented
the worship service. The chorale is under
the direction of Mr. David Gast. Rev.
Robert Rolston and Rev. Leonard Chester
are the pastors.

Central

On Sunday evening, March 17, the
Fairview congregation heard a report on
the work of the Gideons by one of their
representatives, Dale Wurster. The pastor
is Rev. Henry N. Miller.

Midwest

The Abilene congregation held a dedication service for their sanctuary organ on
Sunday, Feb. 17. Dr. Virginia KaufFman,
on furlough from Africa, shared with the
group on Sunday evening, March 3, and on
Sunday evening, March 10. On March 10
the Zion congregation joined the group.
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Rev. W. Edward Rickman is pastor at
Abilene and Rev. John Hawbaker at Zion.

Mr. and Mrs. Ivan Zook, Bellevue Park
congregation, Pa.

Pacific

Weddings

On Sunday evening, March 17, the
Labish Village congregation hosted the
Junior High Choir of the Salem Academy.
The principal of Salem Academy, Dr.
Eugene Fadel, spoke on the value of
Christian secondary education. The pastor
is Rev. Art Cooper.
The Moreno congregation heard a
dialogue sermon on Sunday morning,
March 3. Verle and Maralee Brubaker
shared with Moreno pastor, Rev. Sam
Fisher, in their experiences with the Christian Service Ministries at Labish Village.
On Sunday morning, March 3, the
Ontario congregation heard Mike Frey and
Jeff Boyer share what they are doing with
Christian Service Ministries at Labish
Village. Mike and Jeff spoke on "Giving
Oneself." The pastor at Ontario is Rev.
Aaron Stern.
Correction: The March 10 issue stated
under Church News, Pacific Conference,
that the Upland Brethren in Christ
Friendship Circle raised over $11,000
during 1973. The figure should have read
$1,100. (Editor)

Births

Burkholder: Carol Lynn, born March
12 to Mr. and Mrs. Sherman Burkholder,
Manor congregation, Pa.
Frey: Gregg Alan, born Feb. 17 to Mr.
and Mrs. Donald Frey, Lancaster congregation, Pa.
Johnson: J e r m a i n e B e r n a r d , born
March 11 to Mr. and Mrs. Keith Johnson,
Valley Chapel congregation, Ohio.
Maley: Rebeka Ann, born March 7 to
Mr. and Mrs. Ronald Maley, Lancaster
congregation, Pa.
McKeever: Seth Harris, born to Mr. and
Mrs. Richard McKeever, Palmyra congregation, Pa.
McKnight: Christopher Stephen, born
Feb. 15 to Mr. and Mrs. Scott McKnight,
Manor congregation, Pa.
Merriman: Stephanie, born March 15 to
Mr. and Mrs. Steve Merriman, Rolling
Acres congregation, Tenn.
Pugh: Anthony Michael, born March 7
to Mr. and Mrs. Ron Pugh, Marlyn
Avenue congregation, Pa.
Sherk: Gary John, born March 15 to
Mr. and Mrs. David Sherk, Cheapside
congregation, Ont.
Sider: April Dawn, born Jan. 26 to Mr.
and Mrs. Neil Sider, Sherkston congregation, Ont.
Spurrier: Rebecca Faye, born Feb. 10 to
Dr. and Mrs. John Spurrier, Lancaster
congregation, Pa.
Zimmerman: Kenneth David, born to
Mr. and Mrs. David Zimmerman, Lancaster congregation, Pa.
Zook: Chadwick Andrew, chosen son of

DeLong-Heisey: Brenda, daughter of D.
Earl Heisey, Landisville, Pa., and James
R., son of Mr. and Mrs. Clair DeLong,
Quarryville, Pa., March 2 in the Lancaster
Church with Rev. Ray Strawser and Rev.
Eber Dourte officiating.
Messner-Pletcher: Mrs. Pearl Pletcher,
Nappanee, Ind., and Bob Messner, Rt. 5,
New Paris, Ind., March 16 with Rev.
Devon Bontrager officiating.
Weirich-Johns: Faye Ellen, daughter of
Mr. and Mrs. Carl Johns and Craig
Michael Weirich, both of Columbia, Pa.,
March 2 in the Manor Church with Rev.
Henry N. Hostetter officiating.

Obituaries

Fretz: Lillian Fretz, 79 years of age,
died in the Douglas Memorial Hospital,
Fort Erie, Ont. A sister, Mrs. Beatrice
Bearrs. survives. She is also survived by a
niece and two nephews. She was a member
of the Bertie Brethren in Christ Church
where she served as a Sunday school and
Bible school teacher until her 70th
birthday. The funeral service was held in
the Bertie Church with Rev. Wilbur W.
Benner and Bishop E. J. Swalm officiating.
Interment was in the adjoining cemetery.
Jarvis: John Jarvis, born Aug. 31, 1888,
in Scotland, died Feb. 19, 1974, in the
Richmond Hill Hospital. He was the son
of Mr. and Mrs. Peter Jarvis. He was
married to Jessie Gillies who survives.
Also surviving are one son, Peter; one
daughter, Mrs. Frank (Effte) Dale; five
g r a n d c h i l d r e n ; and three greatgrandchildren. The funeral service was
held in Richmond Hill with Rev. James
Sider officiating.
Williams: Harvey George Williams,
Houghton, Ont., born April 22, 1918, died
March 4, 1974. He was the son of Mr. and
Mrs. Lloyd Williams. He is survived by his
wife, Audrey; three sons; two daughters;
and three brothers. The funeral service was
held in the Davidson Funeral Home,
Welland, Ont., with Rev. Glen Beach and
Rev. Edward Gilmore officiating. Interment was in the Doan's Ridge Cemetery.
Zoerb: Lee Henry Zoerb, born in Pembina, North Dakota, July 27, 1896, died
Jan. 30, 1974 in Yakima, Wash. In 1919 he
married Myra Winger who preceded him
in death in 1923. In 1925 he was married to
Ellen Grandberg who preceded him in
death in 1967. He is survived by three
children to his first marriage: Leslie,
Elmer, and Muriel; and two daughters to
his second m a r r i a g e : M r s . H o w a r d
(Dorene) Thomas and Mrs. Tom (Inez)
Shilling. Also surviving are three sisters;
eight brothers; twenty-one grandchildren;
and one great-grandchild. He was converted as a young man and was a member
of the Brethren in Christ Church. The
funeral service was held in Delisle with
Rev. Robert Climenhaga and Rev. John
G a r m a n officiating. Interment was in the
Wild Rose Cemetery.
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BRETHREN IN CHRIST CHURCH
ATLANTIC CONFERENCE
C h a r l i e B. Byers, B i s h o p
5 0 1 East M u l b e r r y Street
E l i z a b e t h t o w n , Pa. 1 7 0 2 2

P h o n e (717) 367-1806

April 15, 1974

You're invited to something new!
It's new! Because it's the first biennial General Conference of the Brethren
in Christ Church. It's new because it has an entirely new format. It's new because it is family oriented. It's new because the format makes it possible to
have everyone involved. Teenagers, grandpas, delegates, and visitors will find
the Conference loaded with things of vital interest.
A vacation with multiple meaning is awaiting for each family who can attend
the General Conference at Niagara Christian College, Fort Erie, Ontario, June 29
tlirough July 4.
In addition to interesting business sessions of vital interest, interspersed
throughout the days there will be workshops conducted by various boards and commissions. These will be of special interest to those who work in special fields,
and at the same time will be open to any and all who attend Conference. There
will be special youth activities, fellowship assemblies, family events, prayer
sessions, healing meetings, and time, just time for fellowship.
There will be two periods given to the discussion of lively issues. On
Monday afternoon, simultaneously, there will be group discussions on, "The Role
of Women in the Church," and also, "Can the Church be Relevant and Faithful?".
Tuesday afternoon there will be group discussion, simultaneously, on, "The Gifts
of the Spirit," and, "Is there a Dichotomy Between Evangelism and Social Concerns?".
Good news! The Canadian brethren remind us that there is no gasoline shortage
in Canada. It might be a good idea to plan your vacation in Canada this year.
In addition to the many good things that are being planned, we are praying
and believing that God is going to pour out His Spirit at the Conference and make
it a time of melting and vision with courage. I hope everyone can plan to be
present for the Saturday night meeting which will be characterized by a Love Feast
Service.
Now don't forget that it is important that you send in your reservation to
the Convention Committee (deadline May 15) as July 1 is Dominion Day and July 4
is American Independence Day. Those who do not send in their reservations might
find it very difficult to find any place to stay.
Don't forget to pray for the moderator and the entire Conference body.

